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OLD YEAR AND NEW.

The yenr 1008 will be written with eapitals in the enlendar of Hawnil ns
the one that has brought the grestest retumns to the staple industry of the
group, which lhns
nahpred in ' new ern of develapment.

The returns from the merchandise this Territory has shipped away in the
derived from the enltivation of a little more than

the most promise to diversified agricalture and the one

one year, chiefly sogar
200,000 acres of land, amounts to #40,568,706—0r about #
The per capits ownings in money of the United

a0

5 per eapitn on the

estimated present pultu]niinn.
States proper as a whole, as estimated for one yenr by the last eensus, are
$31.40; of the United Kingdom, £17.08; of France, $37.13; of Germany, $32.40;
of The Netherlands, $26.76; of Cuba, $15.0%; yet, counting out all other ae-

eunintions of monoy saved from former years or derived from Hawailan in-

vestiments, our own per eapitn is #7411 more than all the rest of them put
'l together, The figures suffer from having been taken in differént years, but not
\ enough w0 to perceptibly narrow the margin of Hawaii’s tremendous lead,
Aside from the development of the fughr industry Huwnii lins experieneed

a notable gain in the production of pineapples, Over 400,000 onses went out in

1908, and there is the promise of a milllon eases this yonr. Tobueco farms are
coming into bearing; more sisal has hoen plunted; eotton has been introduoed

with good prospects; rubber groves hive added to their area, and interest in

all forms of agricultural production hus inereased; §
¢ the recond of 1008 hns been notable.

wpnlation is stendily mnd

securely growipg,  Iu these respects o
The one year justifies all that was hopel of or promised for the poliey of an-
nexution which ends its first decade of trinl with the present yenr.

&

AIIAN GAZETTE

The fuet of equal if not greater importaned to the expunsion of industry, i

the decision of the government to eetabilisl, on the Ishad of Oahu, the greatest
)

military and navil post in the world. Begindings bave been made in a pro-

v BaY o mox amorva

The majority of men make New Year resoliitions and mare try to keap them
than in commonly thonght, For weeks after Janvary 1, the depressing effoct of
New Year resolutions ix felt in the ulnon’,l_d iobgfit businest; and to make the
lews na Tight as powibile, barkespers heep opem house on New Yoar's day so as
to drown out the resolution fever, while cighr men see that thelr customers have
gifta that will keep them snoking ontil the new year in under way.

A stiall pereetitage of the men who reforin stick 1o thelir self-imposed
plm}gvn: ani these are pleased to find that & good habit I8 just about ns ensy
to nequlre ne a bl one. Tt I8 aob the ovil babit nl‘ll.V thnt stieks, The boy
who disdained to Lrosh kis tecth bt finnlly got used ta it, would no more omit
that bygienie sorviee now than the «her boy, who never loarned how, wonld
take it up. -Mon who stop drinking aod stick to it long enough to get the habit
of abstinence fod it nbout ms hered 10 break that habit as drinking men do to
brenk theirs, The fetters of hakit are for the good and bud alike,

It is n mighty goml thing to make Now Year resolutions of some kind ns a
test of manhom!, You onght to take stoek and fAnd out where yoiu stanil; and if
your standing ian't good, try and fwprove it. If you ean do so, you are the
renl thing: if pot, vou are degeneruting; and a degenerating man is & more
melancholy sight thun n fine tree with the senle enting up its Idaves and bark,
Resolutions should suit the individonl ense, but here is a good one of general
application: i 'here are three compnnions with whom I shall keep on ‘ood
terms—my wife, my stomach and my conscience, '

-
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CIVIL SERVICE TESTS FOR POLICE.

There isx a way to get a better police force than we have or ever have had
by means of an ordioance, passed by the Supervisors, putting appointment to
that Body on a eivil service busig,

The Advertiver is nssured that the Supervisors have the legal right to
ennet this reform, "

By means of it, candidaies for ihe police force would hnve to pass an ex-
amination as to their mental and physieal fitness and, in the ease of former
pence officers, nn to their records of efficiency in police service, Hoth polities
and color would be roled out of the test and the selection left wholly to merit,
This system extends to nmost responsible pofitions in the elvil service of
the United States and would be in llne with better government for Honolulu.

.

Mr. Charies L. Rbodes, who lesves the Advertiser to become the Mayor's

!

he came to Honolulu to join the staff of the Star, He wea editor of that
oined its staff, Lecaming its commercind ind court writer, Readers of the Ad-
ertiser need po wssurapce thuat his work e good. Mr. Rhodes has slways
ven o Democrat wid is counted as one of the most sngucious advisers of that

aper for some yeurs and, on the yetirement from this journal of Miss Krout, ‘ber f

jeeted outlay for the pliysical plant nlone, ineluding dredging for vaval ap-
proaches, forts, drydook, arsennls andl eamps, of $10,000,000, x sum 1o be wastly
exoeeded in the enid ond which will nssure the annunl expenditure for operation
2 000,000,

and maintennnee of Letween €1,000,000 and # As the year in which

Hawaii began busticss ng o war Lase, 1908 promises to bhe put down in loenl
history as one from which grent commereinl, politieal and socivlogical changes

necrued,

The outlook for the new vear is sofficiently encournging. We are promised
a great clrculntion of money, an inerease in the number of useful inhnbitants,
a better tourist trade, an expanded agreiculture, more of wll that goes to secure
the greatest good to the greatest number and our fair share of comfort and

bappincss,

.

THE SICILIAN BARTHQUAKE.

The region where the great earthquake oceurred, Sicily and southwestvrn
Italy, has beon n danger spot from immemorinl times, Tt8 seismie turmoil was
#0 great in the classie ages that it found record in liternture which has come
down to us. Even then there were legenids of greater unrest which modern
geologists huve confirmed by the discovory that the present island of Bieily
was once a purt of the Italinn peninsyla but was cut off by seismie eleavage,
Ilaving an active voleano within its borders ani anothér on an islet just off
shore and baving proximity to those vaster depths of sea which suggest a
possible seepnge to the fires below, Sicily has bedn in perpetual danger of de-
stroetion and is yet. She is a maguzine of explosive forces, anid so, indeed, are
the neighboring provivees of Italy. From first to last, hundreds of thousands,
perhaps millions, of her people have heen destroyed either by eirthaguikes,
woleanie eruptions or tidal waves, the last previous disaster of the kind haviog
weenrred in 1006, Havaged by wars ns the island hns been by Carthagininns,
Byzantines, Normuus, Romans and modern peoples in turn, the greater number

of Sicilinn victims have gone to the aecount of old Eneeladus, “*the sou of
eurth."’

It is n singular comment on the unthinking eonservatism of the people of
this stricken country that they go on building the same Kind of homes that
their forefuthers i), only 1o find them shaken down dbout their ears in the
same old way, The Jdapanese show far
more proseience than the Sieilinns in dealing with the seismie problem.  Indesd
that quality wns shown by their aveients. The Turtar cloments in the Japaoese

They forget wuch and learn nothing,

race bronght with them the idens of n solid structure which yot prevail in
the country whenee they eame; but after n shart experience with earthguikes
they borrowed  from
which, instend of shiwing a puny amd futile resistanee to the earth-wave ns the
Me-
dineval Jnpunese priut-. or enrvings reveal the bamboo huts, even in the wintry
northern islund.  But Rigily is yet the Sieily of oll. 16 towns and eitios are
built to resist, while experience shows that, when the earth is convolsed, their
old dwellings of stope anl honvy timber collapse.  What Sicilinns need nre the
| Yightest practicable structures to live in. When they build these, the mortality
qu’ save op the ocenn shores and the slopes of volennoes, to whigh Lhey per

inventald or the Malayan Japanese, the hamboo honse

more solid buildings do, vide it easily lke a bark does the ocenn swell

sist in going back, will not moke the story of their frequent earthqunkes so
eppalling,

But now the world is in the presence of & enlamity greater than that of
Martinique, of Kruknton, of Valparaiso or of Sun Francisco. TIndeod, the San
Franciseo enrthguake wos a0 small affair—exeept for the fire that followed it,
With 100,000 dend amid the ruins of
fair cities, with consts devastated and villages prostrate, the spectacle is one
to invoke the gharity of Christendom, )
disaster hus dove in these times,

o this Sicilian and Nalinn eonvalsion,

1t appeals to sympathy as no other

b

HAWAII AND STATEHOOD.

We bhave mever built much on the nssurance of President Ruossevelt that
Hawaili may soon begin to look for stutebood. It was a plensant thing to suy,
but after all the President could not tell what Congress might do in swl n
matter; and there is nothing in lluinm‘vll'! preference for Hawail whieh binos
the policy of the Seunte and House or of his own successor in office,

Excopting when a crisis comes, as it did at the time Nevadu wos admitted
when two Senutors were needed to support war measures of the administration
guestions of statebood depend, chiefly, on the numbers aund quality of the
wlectornle,

denial of statehood of which it complaing, is doe to the smallness and the un

cortain tenure of its population. Hawail is worse off proportionslly in the

ok 4 ; Mr. Huef had a belated Christmud present of fourteen years' hmprisonment.
5 of its populution s truoxient—that is to say, nol bound to the soil by owner !'_ o ¥ e FRA O December 1.—Kaufman defeated m
] ahin br citizenship=thun in the cake with Arizons. Whilo this condision Iasts Ifn [ |;|ll hope that ”"‘. Ingh--r.p.:urts will et any stﬂlng that may have Leen in thseiArNﬁg'ht ll?tc:]s‘cht.‘ 3 ;
R and mo Nevada crisis intervenes, it is idle to talk of statehood, thongh if the tind to it A sequesiration of Ruet (orifourteey years j1 tove 100 loag. .
: Band were to fll up with independent, English-speaking tarmers, there woulil be OoLD TIME IDCL X Mrﬂl‘i{nr h‘t ;ﬁg"ﬁtﬁg["gm

/ =0 trouble st all, The possible inundation of serfs from Italy woull, of course, Mr. Burton was beaten for mayor of Clevelund by Tom Johnsan, 1f he WON FOR ENEMY lﬂ}'a‘j:‘: I.:'rdl"" mul ‘the” ticket
. give the day of stutebood o lul]l.g postponement; and there seoms to Lo wore | #adu’t been, he W“ll"d have stomd smwll chunce for the United States Senntorship George Selby (Kid MeCoy) bad sn|pgpeher, *‘you sren’t MeCoy, are
|| danger of thig thun there is promise of Americanism, he now recelves, His was a lneky politieal entastrophe, experience upon vph oteasion thal he nt'! % e
i.l' Forthermore, the militury plans of the Government for the war base of - pever tokd to the news uen, Me-|” ¢ That’s gue,’’ guefully replied the

i mather drastie, 1f it in carried out Hawaii will never be a stute and may no
somain o ter-itory.- - ]

.

Judging from the enblogram ahout the Clauk Bpreekels will, there are ih

apiece they might expect from s 450,000,000 Daguest,

The renson why New Mexivo is not o state is that so lurge &
proportion of its inbhabitunts ennnot spesk Euoglish; and as to Arizonsa, the

suattor of Eoglish-speaking peaple than is New Mexico and & larger perceninge

Hawnii must Le reckoned with: and hints bave come 1o town that the program

makings of o fine lawsuit 10 it." The wily “”‘H‘.-.“:.lﬂx“ Adolph have Veen pro-
wided for in the pfist may not sirike thom s baipg equivalent to the $10,000,000

arty in this Territory.
iand of Mayor Fern.
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I He will be, in o very comprehensive sense, the right
|

»

Mr, Makino, in the letter signed by him about the wage question, shows
that the “‘impoverished Japanese Jaborers,’* far from being unable to pay
their living exponsos and save something, send half their pay, or about §3,000,000
n yenr, to Japan. They are earning, at the minimum seale of §15—n wnge
given the lesst skilful and competent among them—more than twice as mueh
money as they conld get st home and three times what they need for living
expenses! At Japanese boarding-houses it costs them only one-third of their

item for clothes.

¥

The swdden brillianey of the sky just before the Sicilinn earthquake was
probrhly due to s show of fire in the craters of Stromboli and Aetna. In ancient
times suych 'n |-I||-nu111e~nnn mipht have piven birth to some eiulwnmtutni hugnlmu
that would bave eome down to us in the elnssics with a record of the multitudes
it hned senred to death, Dreadfol as groat earthguakes dre, seience has ut least
mitigated the foree of their nssault upon the nerves by explaining their signs
und wonders, eliminsting the wrath of heaven and evicting the gods and devils,
genii, beasts of revelation, imps and other earnivors whiel used to add such
neadless terrors to uu.rlll-uunvuluion.::
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Up to and including President Harrison’s time it was the custom to ap-

mnster in the army with the rank of mnjor, In his second term, President
(Heveland made his former secretary, Pan Lamont, a cabioet officer, and this
tile has been continued, Mr, Cortelyon, who aspired for the nomination which
Mr. Tuft received, is a signal benefleiary of the new method of rewnard. Wm.,
Loeb, Mr, Roosevelt's seeretary, is now on the sinte for a éabinet portfolio,

The news that the Governor has had a ‘‘favorable ioterview?’’ with Mr,
Carnegie, indicates that the rich irosmaster may yet come to the relief of this
importunate eity nnd give it the publie libraey structure which its own people
have felt unable to hoild. Mr, Coarnegie has reason tp thionk that the poor are
alwnys with him, but he miy be pardoned some surprise, liaving heard ubout
ar $40,000,000 erops, to see people flocking in from Hawaii with their *¢ Please,
kind sir, a Jittle dole for eharity.""

&
The fleet supplies that are being rushed to Messing are a gift which the
sufferers will appreeinte. A half million dollars’ worth of npuval stores, pur-
chused as they have been at the lowest emsh price, amount to a wvery large
tonnnge indecd, and will sostain the life of a bost of people. Food and shelter
are needed in the stricken zone quite as moeh as money, 8o the charity of our
government has been wisely exercived.

The new Mayor s appointments include those of some Republicans who have
made good in office and is a tribute to efficiency, Mr, Thurston, the fire chief;
Mr, Frazee, the Superintendent of Electrie Lights, nnd Mr, Gere, the County
Engineer, will stay put. This is n policy which will please the taxpayers and
strengthen econfidence in the new wdministration,

The same people who so Litlerly opposed a ‘‘centralized’” Territorinl gov-
ernment are the ones who drew up and passed the munieipal bill which puts
everything in the hunds of the Muyor, They are repentant now becnuse a
Demovratic Mayor was elected, HBot for that, the workings of the appointment
mill would be greeted with frantie applavse,

e
ol

A facetions paper sayvs that Taft will be insugurated President of the
United Stales on March 4, 1008; that precisely fonr months therenfter all of
the bauks in the Upited States, most of the fuctories, and practieally all of
the grest business house will close, Compute four months from March 4.

v

The safety valve attachments of Avinan and Stromboli have never worked
well us compared with those of volemnoes here and in sgeveral other paris of
the world; though it is possible thaty but for these vents, Sieily and Calabria
would long ago bave been blowh intd the air, as the Island of Krakaton was,

&

What will happen when the 14-ineh guns at Waikiki go off may be judged
from the fuot that the concussion of J0-neh guos in the naval bombardment ol
Weihai-Wel, in 1885, was felt, in thé shaking of the paper windows of Chinese
hipuses, at the Shantung Promontory, fifty-six miles away.

&

One may predicate n large rmifutlnu thin coming year fram Sicily anid

t | Calabria,

o | tarpenters from the Coast,

- !

*

at Messina.
out of 280 railroaders eight were saved.

President Boyle of the Board of Education,

joint the secretary of the Exeeutive, at the elose of the administration, a pay- seventy (housand.

Thera is u good ,upra‘ing. in Hopolulu now for at. leasy 'twenly-l\'e white

- _—""'_""‘_. : - ‘ \ L - li::
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ROME, Italy, December 29.—The total death roll in ty of

Messina from yesterday’s earthquake is estimated :: sq.oo?’ S

The total in all districts will probably be double that number. .
. Many cities and towns are in ruins and it is to ob-

tain exact figures of the extent of the deaths and disaster, 4

Reggio is isolated and the city is believed to be destroyed.

The Strait of Messina has been altered by the seismic dis-

turbance and navigation is therefore made extremely hazardous.

Great loss has been suffered by shipping.

ationh.lmm is being looted and fire adds to the horror of the situ-

Mount Etna is particularly active.

The King and Queen of Italy will go to the scene of the disaster.

Pope Pius has started a relief fund with a subscription of one

million lire. The werld is responding to the call for assistance.

Many foreigners are among the victims of the disaster,

The prison at Messina collapsed with the first shake, and the

prisoners readily escaping aided in sacking the city. The Chief of

Police is dead and the barracks are demolished. The commander

was killed in the ruins,

All of the Province of Calabria is devastated.

The tidal wave did frightful damage along the coast and scores

are ;ep?!rted to be alive, but penned beneath the ruins. A thousand

are dead.

At Palmi hundreds were killed. Bagnara has a thousand wvic-

tims. Cassemza reports five hundred dead. The tourist hotel at

Palermo was destroyed.

All the priests and nuns at Messina perished.

Relief is being orianized as rapidly as possible. The Red Cross

is doing splendid wor

ROME, December 30.—It is now estimated that the dead in the

districts devastated by the earthquake number not less than 100,000,

Warships of all nations are hurrying to the scene. Some that

seeretury, is n wellread lnwyer and o newspaper man of marked ability, About have v. : '_ I::n elr“ fs‘ror’?ﬁd into gutauni. £ h‘_"’"g‘."- b ad
twelve yenrs ago be was ehosen, with two others, from the staff of & Chiengo » BLAYD 'ng .o pe T €S are being burn

: _ . s : at Mgs orrential rains are falling at the latter place and the
newspaper, to infuse mew blood into the writing foree of the San Franeisco Aee} S ds and the cries of the injured form a R
hronicle. He did Brilliant work there, but, attrieted by the fsme of Huwaii, A g ne ] s S AN

Many people have gone insane.
e reports indicate that the dead at Messina will num-
m 12,000 to 50,000. A. 8. Cheney, the American Consul, and
his wife were killed. In Reggio and adjacent villages are at least
45,000 corpses. Cassano reports 10c0 and Bagnara 2000. The latest
reports say that gooo soldiers are buried underneath their barracks
Forty-one out of 200 customs officers were saved and

T 'c?r'.;p

The lighthouses on the coast are gone and a great rock near

Charybdis has fallen and now blocks the entrance to the Strait.

There is great suffering for food and clothing, The earthquake

occurred at 5:30 in the morning.

All the bourses and theaters are closed.
The King and Queen will arrive in Sicily today.
LONDON, December 30.—The United Kingdom is in the grip

of a viclent blizzard. The channel steamer service, telegraph and
incomes to live, leaving two-thirds to be saved or sent home, less the trifling telephOﬂC business have been suspended and the railways are blocked.
There is great suffering among the poor.

SAN FRANCISCO, December 3o.—Yesterday Abram Ruef was

sentenced to serve a term of fourteen years’ imprisonment at Sam

uentin.
SAN FRANCISCO, December 3o.—The Mayor has removed |

SAN FRANCISCO, December 30.—Mayor
distress in the de-

ROME, December 31.—The latest reports concerning the total
number of deaths as a result of the great earthquake of Monday place
it at one kundred and ten thousand. The city of Messina was the
scene of the greatest pro;mrtion"o{ fatalities. Out of a total - |
Jation there of ninety thousand people, the number of l

Telegraphic communication with Messina has been restored,
but the line is being monopolized for the transmission of govern-
ment niessages,

BRINGING WOUNDED TO NAPLES. 3
NAPLES, December 31.—An Italian cruia!:r gmved here yes-
terday from the scene of the earthquake, bringing five hundred
wounded persons. Other vessels with thousands of wounded are
expected today. Many buildings are being improvised as hospitals
to receive them.

CORPSES CHOKE THE STRAIT.
ROME, December 31.—The Strait of Messina is choked with
the corpses of men and animals, and the stench from the decaying
bodies is awful.
CONVERTED INTO DESERT.

The former enchanting coastline of the Messina Strait has been
converted through the crumbling down of the cliffs and the effects
of the tidal wave into a hideous desert. ]
Eighteen hundred prisoners were killed in the
the prison at Monteolone.
The rainstorms are continuing

KING AND QUEEN
The King and Queen are at Messina and are frequently in tears
at the terrible sights of suffering on every hand. The King has per-
sonally extricated several persons from the ruins. of fallen buildings,
and the Queen spent yesterday in the hospitals assisting in the work

there.
AMERICANS REPORTED AT MESSINA.

There is an unverified report to the effect that there were ninety
American guests in the Messina hotels at the time of the disaster.

THE AFTERNOON REPORT. ; :
ROME, December 30.--At least half of the population of Cala~
tria and Eastern Sicily have been killed or injured in the catastrophe.
Thousands of people are pinioned under the ruins in the city of
Messina, and the populace of the province are starving while their
ruined homes are being wiped out by fire,
" The city ol Reggwo has suffered total destruction. It was swept
and inundated by ; which devastated the coast.

destruction of

and Qdding to the suffering.
WEEP.

a tidal-wave
The Aelonian Islands have been devastated and further shocks

are daily felt.
Bho{ku are continuing at Messina, Syracuse, Palermo Island and

The people are terrorized.
Uﬁu.‘l‘he volcano of Stromboli is extremely active, vomiting lava
in torrents.
.. tﬂ‘ll'l:«: city of Bagnara is in ruins and hardly one of the inhabitants
remain to tell the fearful story of destruction, ~
ROANOKE, Virginia, December 3:.-—-?;:{ miners are dead

ult of a disaster in one of the collieries.
hm;;ﬁ:‘é."mmw 31.—The court has ruled that the children

t Boni de Castellane and his former wife, the Princess de
ggt:nfom;‘ly Anna Gould, shall remain in the custody of g!:c
mother.

Cn a train between New York | middlew S ik s dovi
2 Boston The nfcf: wai Wlivered. = °

and Boston, ting inte an ulleren- y
il:a with lMu::ﬂiﬁI‘Nor, u alight but | e r“h:.-m-“u“,*g_,m’.
powerful -~ Trish: American, the - “4Rid"* | man, 1've got two months’ salary bet

rose g to wipe the offender from the
wap of the world, Tustead, he receiv-
¢! n shortarm jolt flosh on the jaw
andl went down and out for eonsiler-
p¥ly more than the usunl  minutes,
Finally rocovering, he said faintly to

on you for tomorrow night!’’ .
‘In wpite of his sore jaw MeCoy wont
.i;ll.u the ri:g‘t:l '“m“t‘ .i:"&i. and
i 0 oppenen 1 !
m:':l..edam it.hiroke his heart to think
that by doing so he was w B toRy
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morning as did thet of Sen Francisso, |
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The earthqwke ju Sigily sod Calabria oseurred, pbout the same time in the

the econdudter: I bet' for tho'man who. knoeked him out.

Taylor has issued a \
proclamation asking for contributions to relieve
vastated provinces of Italy.
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